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M 'KE MANSrlELD 
MONTANA 


: The President 


©ffioj of i Its ^Hajanig plcshcr 
June ihj 1965 


FROM : Mike Mansfield 


SUBJECT: Suggestions on the Vietnamese Situation 


If ve are going to make a maximum effort to get this “business to the 
conference table as cuickly as possible, I think ve should throv out some clear 
signs and signals of our ova instead of waiting for the other side* These signs 
ana signals might be considered: 

1. That ve favor a non- involved Cambodia and will consider, in a 
reconvened Geneva Conference, participating in international guarantees of rts 

frontiers. (I note this was done on June 5 . It should be reiterated and stressed.) 

♦ 

2* That ve are for a cease-fire and stand-fast throughout all 
Viet 5aa, north and south as a concomitant to the convening of a peace conference 
on Viet l\£m. 

3 . That we do not foreclose any ultimate political solution, 
whether independence, confederation or unification in Viet i\ am- -north and scuon — 
provided the conditions for a free choice by the Vietnamese people can be 
established under international auspices and, further,' that we welcome the 
participation of any and all nations in the effort to establish, the conditions 
of a free choice. 

h. That we insist, as a part of any settlement that the lives of . 
all South Vietnamese on all sides of the conflict shall be covered by amnesty 
guarantees which are sustained by the presence of international peace forces, of 
which U. S. forces would be a part, as long as necessary. 

5 . That we will be prepared, in due course, as international and 
intra-Vietnamese agreements can be devised and carried into affect, to withdraw 
our forces as part of a general withdrawal of all foreign forces, north and south, 
from Viet Ham. 

If it is or-ce made clear that we stand on a policy something along the 
above lines and that that is what the phrase "unconditional discussions’' means, 

•it would be in order, I thick, for you to call on the co-chairmen to re-convene 
nhe Geneva Conference with a view to negotiating it into agreement in dataiu. 

If the response is encouraging, you nig.it consider, too, the possibility of 
c allinn for a Heads of States meeting to open such a conference and, tnen, 
turning over the actual negotiations to the Foreign Secretaries . 


Copy. - Lyndon B. Johnson Li-bfa 
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The yorld-vids reaction to sc-ethirg along the above lines, I would 
ea^jns^e, yould be i^nensely favorable regardless of whether or not it leads 
to negotiations and it night just be decisive in bringing the Vietnamese 
proolea to the conference table. 


Copy - Lyndon B. Johnson Libra 


— * 



